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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: application filed on 1/27/1999, EDS filed 
on 8/28/2002. 

2. Claims 1-79 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 30, and 56 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-4, 15, 17-18, 30-34, 48-50, 56-57, 64, 68, 71-74, and 78 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by DeRose et al. (hereafter referred to as DeRose), US 
5,557,722, 

Regarding independent claim 1, DeRose discloses an electronic book, the electronic 
book including components of digital data that represent information in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the 
abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose also discloses links between the components 
of the digital data, wherein the links are activated, a first component is connected to a second 
component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose calls the 
components elements. The elements are arranged in a tree structure may link to none, one, or a 
plurality of other elements. The elements may be both text or non-text objects. 
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Regarding dependent claim 2, DeRose discloses wherein the first and second 
components are located in one electronic book in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 3, DeRose discloses wherein the one electronic book 
includes a main portion and the second component is located in one of the index, the table of 
contents and the glossary in fig. 3, 12, and 13. DeRose shows a body element which links to a 
plurality of chapters in fig. 3. DeRose shows a table of contents in fig. 12. DeRose shows and 
index of the electronic book components in fig. 13. 

Regarding dependent claim 4, DeRose discloses wherein the first component is located 
in the main portion and the second component is located in one of the index, the table of contents 
and the glossary in fig. 3 and fig. 12. DeRose shows a main table of contents component which 
links to be multiple secondary components in fig. 12. 

Regarding dependent claim 15, DeRose discloses a first display showing an image 
corresponding to a page of a book, and wherein the second component is displayed as an overlay 
on the first display in fig. 12-14. The text view windows of DeRose correspond to pages of a 
book and a selected linked second component can be displayed as an overlay on the first display 
in DeRose. 

Regarding dependent claim 17, DeRose discloses a display showing an image 
corresponding to a page of a book, and wherein when a link is activated, the image being shown 
on the first display is rescaled and redirected to be shown in a first window and the second 
component is displayed in a second window adjacent to the first window in fig. 12-14. The 
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components DeRose are in separate windows and the claimed limitation describes window tiling, 
which is a featured method of displaying multiple content windows. 

Regarding dependent claim 18, DeRose discloses a first display that displays a first 
image corresponding to a first page of a book and a second display that displays a second image 
corresponding to a second page of a book, and wherein when a link is activated, the second 
component is displayed in of the first and the second display and the first component is displayed 
in one of the first and the second display in fig. 12-14. DeRose displays components in windows 
and the windows may be updated with a new content component as described in the claimed 
limitation. 

Regarding independent claim 30, DeRose discloses identifying a first location in a first 
electronic book, associating a first electronic file with the first location, wherein the associating 
step creates a first electronic link, and repeating the identifying and associating steps, the 
repeated steps creating electronic links in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 
line 24. DeRose calls the components elements. The elements selectively linked to none, one, or 
a plurality of other elements to form a tree structure. The elements may be both text or non-text 
objects. When the elements have all been properly linked, the electronic book is complete. 
DeRose discloses activating the first electronic link by selecting the first location, the activating 
step causing the first electronic file to be displayed in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 
12 - col. 6 line 24. A user of the completed electronic book may activate links from each 
component to display subsequent component electronic files. 

Regarding dependent claim 31, DeRose discloses a data processing system for 
generating a representation of an electronic book document in fig. 1-3, 5, 12-14, the abstract, col. 
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7 line 15 - col. 8 line 5, and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. The data processing system is the 
same as the claimed electronic book unit, which is a specialized system for displaying electronic 
books. 

Regarding dependent claim 32, DeRose discloses a memory that stores the electronic 
books and selected electronic files, a display that displays the electronic books and the electronic 
files, a control unit adapted to receive commands from a user, and a controller that controls 
operation of the electronic book unit and activation of the electronic links in fig. 1-2 and col. 7 
line 15 - col. 8 line 5. 

Regarding dependent claim 33, DeRose discloses a location in an index of an electronic 
book, and wherein activation of the first link displays a page of the first electronic book 
associated with the location in the index in fig. 12-14. A link selected from index displays the 
page associated with the link. 

Regarding dependent claim 34, DeRose discloses a location in a table of contents of the 
electronic book, and wherein activation of the first link displays a page of the first electronic 
book associated with the location in the index in fig. 12-14. A link selected from table of 
contents displays the page associated with the link. 

Regarding dependent claim 48, DeRose discloses wherein a selected electronic file is 
displayed in an overlay on a page of the first electronic link having the selected first location in 
fig. 12-14. 

Regarding dependent claim 49, DeRose discloses wherein a selected electronic file is 
displayed in a window to accompany the window of the first electronic link having a select first 
location. The windows can be displayed side by side. 
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Regarding dependent claim 50, DeRose discloses wherein the activating step comprises 
operating a pointing device and a cursor to highlight the first location and operating a select 
button to select the first location in fig. 12-14. 

Regarding independent claim 56, DeRose discloses displaying a linked first component 
of an electronic book, selecting the first component, and displaying a second component linked 
to the first component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 57, DeRose discloses wherein the second component is a 
portion of the electronic book in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 64, DeRose discloses a data processing system for 
generating a representation of an electronic book document in fig. 1-3, 5, 12-14, the abstract, col. 
7 line 15 - col. 8 line 5, and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. The data processing system is an 
electronic book viewer. 

Regarding dependent claim 68, DeRose discloses a data processing system for 
generating a representation of an electronic book document in fig. 1-3, 5, 12-14, the abstract, col. 
7 line 15 - col. 8 line 5, and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. The data processing system is a 
personal computer. 

Regarding dependent claim 71, DeRose discloses displaying the linked second 
component in a window in fig. 12-14. The window may be minimized, or hidden. 

Regarding dependent claim 72, DeRose discloses displaying the linked second 
component in a window in fig. 12-14. The window may be minimized, or hidden, and then 
restored to reveal the window once again. 
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Regarding dependent claim 73, DeRose discloses wherein when the second component 
is displayed, the second component shows links to third components in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the 
abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 74, DeRose discloses wherein a user of the electronic book 
created links between first and second components in col. 23 lines 54-67. 

Regarding dependent claim 78, DeRose discloses wherein the second component is 
cross-linked to a third component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 
24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 16, 19-25, 45-47, 67, 75, and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeRose et al. (hereafter referred to as DeRose), US 5,557,722. 

Regarding dependent claim 16, DeRose discloses a first display showing an image 
corresponding to a page of a book, and wherein the second component is displayed on the first 
display in fig. 12-14. DeRose does not explicitly show that the second component is displayed in 
a picture-in-picture format on the first display. The components displayed in DeRose have more 
freedom than a picture-in-picture layout. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have modified DeRose to have created the claimed 
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invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have displayed the second component in 
a picture-in-picture format on the display so that the second component would have been 
automatically positioned near the first component so that the user would have observed both 
components simultaneously. 

Regarding dependent claim 19, DeRose teaches a help menu, wherein the help menu 
provides instructions for using the menu system in fig. 13. DeRose teaches displaying types of 
links including text and non-text objects in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 
line 24. DeRose does not explicitly show a links menu which shows the types of links that may 
be selected. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have used a menu to show available link types for a selected 
location to a user so that the links would have been easily seen and easily selectable by the user. 

Regarding dependent claim 20, DeRose teaches wherein each component on a page of 
the electronic book may have one or more links to another component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the 
abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 21, DeRose teaches displaying types of links including text 
and non-text objects for a selected page in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 
line 24. DeRose teaches highlighting selecting link types in col. 22 line 58 - col. 23 line 15. 
DeRose does not explicitly show a links menu which shows the types of links that may be 
selected. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would have been 
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obvious and desirable to have used a menu to show available link types for a selected location to 
a user so that the links would have been easily seen and easily selectable by the user. 

Regarding dependent claim 22, DeRose teaches wherein linked components are 
highlights by displaying the linked components in a first color different from a second color for 
remaining information in col. 22 line 58 - col. 23 line 15. 

Regarding dependent claim 23, DeRose teaches wherein linked components are 
displayed in a font different from a font used to display the page in col. 22 line 58 - col. 23 line 
15. 

Regarding dependent claim 24, DeRose teaches wherein linked components are 
highlighted by displaying the linked components in one of a bold typeface, an italics typeface, 
and underlined in col. 22 line 58 - col. 23 line 15. 

Regarding dependent claim 25, DeRose teaches wherein a desired link is activated by 
selecting a desired highlighted component using a cursor and operating a select button in fig. 3, 
5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 

Regarding dependent claim 45, DeRose teaches providing all the links associated with 
a selected location in the first electronic link in fig. 12-14. DeRose does not explicitly teach that 
the links are selected through use of a menu. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified DeRose to have created the 
claimed invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have used a menu to show 
available links for a selected location to a user so that the links would have been easily seen and 
easily selectable by the user. 
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Regarding dependent claim 46, DeRose teaches wherein a desired electronic link is 
selected from displayed available links for a selected location in fig. 12-14. 

Regarding dependent claim 47, DeRose teaches a selectable look-up feature which 
displays available electronic link types for a displayed page in the electronic book, and wherein 
when a desired electronic link type if selected, all available electronic links corresponding to the 
desired electronic link type are display on the page in fig. 12-14. 

Regarding dependent claim 67, DeRose discloses a data processing system for 
generating a representation of an electronic book document in fig. 1-3, 5, 12-14, the abstract, col. 
7 line 15 - col. 8 line 5, and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. The data processing system includes a 
monitor for display. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified DeRose to have used a television for a display so a wider 
array of devices would have served as the display for the electronic book system. 

Regarding dependent claim 75, DeRose teaches a collection of interlinked components 
composing an electronic book in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. 
DeRose does not explicitly state that the components are stored in a database. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified DeRose to have stored the components and linked them in a database because 
databases are the normal way to store large collections of data. It would have been obvious and 
desirable to have used a relational database to have increased the access time to the components 
contained in the database. 

Regarding dependent claim 79, DeRose does not explicitly show that the link between 
two components is a two way link. DeRose does teach a cross-reference link in fig. 3. It would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would have been obvious to have 
used the teaching of the cross-reference link from DeRose to have created a two way link 
between two components of the electronic book so that the user would have easily and directly 
traversed the book from one component to the other and vice versa. 

7. Claims 5-6, 35-38, 43-44, and 58-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeRose et aL (hereafter referred to as DeRose), US 5,557,722 in view of 
Reed et al. (hereafter referred to as Reed), US 5,241,671 filed 10/26/1989. 

Regarding dependent claims 5 and 6, DeRose teaches linking first and second 
components together in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose 
does not teach wherein the first component is located in a first electronic book and wherein the 
second component is located in a second electronic book or wherein the second component is 
one of a dictionary, foreign language dictionary, and a technical dictionary. Reed does teach a 
first component which is located in a first electronic book and linked to a second component 
which is located in a second electronic book and wherein the second component is one of a 
dictionary, foreign language dictionary, and a technical dictionary in col. 14 lines 22-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have linked a component in one book to a component in 
another book to receive additional benefit from the second book that the first book would not 
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have provided to the user. This is evident Reed where the dictionary assists the user in learning 
the definition of a word which he or she is not familiar with. 

Regarding dependent claims 35, DeRose teaches linking first and second components 
together in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach 
wherein a word or phrase is located in a first electronic book and wherein the electronic file is in 
a location in a dictionary that defines the word or the phrase. Reed does teach wherein a word or 
phrase is located in a first electronic book and wherein the electronic file is in a location in a 
dictionary that defines the word or the phrase in col. 14 lines 22-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have linked a component in one book to a component in 
another book to receive additional benefit from the second book that the first book would not 
have provided to the user. This is evident Reed where the dictionary assists the user in learning 
the definition of a word which he or she is not familiar with. 

Regarding dependent claim 36, DeRose teaches linking first and second components 
together in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach 
wherein when the first link is activated, the audio unit provides an audio presentation giving a 
pronunciation of the word or the phrase. Reed does teach wherein when the first link is 
activated, the audio unit provides an audio presentation giving a pronunciation of the word or the 
phrase in col. 13 lines 57-62. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
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have been obvious and desirable to have used the audio presentation of Reed to have improved 
DeRose so that the user would have had an ability to learn how words in the electronic book are 
pronounced. 

Regarding dependent claims 37 and 38, DeRose teaches linking first and second 
components together in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose 
does not teach wherein the electronic file is displayed in a foreign language or wherein the 
electronic book includes a foreign language selection feature, and wherein the electronic book 
unit activates a selected foreign language dictionary based on an input from the foreign language 
selection feature. Reed teaches linking a file to a dictionary to increase the user's understanding 
of the file in col. 14 lines 22-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have provided a selection of foreign dictionaries to help a 
user translate a linked foreign file so that the user could completely understand the text of the 
electronic book. 

Regarding dependent claim 43, DeRose teaches linking a first component to an 
electronic file in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not 
teach wherein the first component is located in a first electronic book and wherein the electronic 
file is located in a second electronic book. Reed does teach wherein the first component is 
located in a first electronic book and wherein the electronic file is located in a second electronic 
book in col. 14 lines 22-53. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have linked a component in one book to an electronic file in 
another book to receive additional benefit from the second book that the first book would not 
have provided to the user. This is evident Reed where the dictionary assists the user in learning 
the definition of a word which he or she is not familiar with. 

Regarding dependent claim 44, DeRose teaches a data processing system for generating 
a representation of an electronic book document in fig. 1-3, 5, 12-14, the abstract, col. 7 line 15 - 
col. 8 line 5, and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. The data processing system is the same as the 
claimed electronic book unit, which is a specialized system for displaying electronic books. 

Regarding dependent claims 58 and 59, DeRose teaches linking first and second 
components together in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose 
does not teach wherein the first component is located in a first electronic book and wherein the 
second component is located in a second electronic book or wherein the second component is 
one of a dictionary, encyclopedia, and a foreign language dictionary. Reed does teach a first 
component which is located in a first electronic book and linked to a second component which is 
located in a second electronic book and wherein the second component is one of a dictionary, 
encyclopedia, and a foreign language dictionary in col. 14 lines 22-53. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Reed into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have linked a component in one book to a component in 
another book to receive additional benefit from the second book that the first book would not 
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have provided to the user. This is evident Reed where the dictionary assists the user in learning 
the definition of a word which he or she is not familiar with. 

8. Claims 7-9, 13-14, 26-27, 39-42, 51-52, 60-63, 65-66, and 76-77 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over DeRose et al. (hereafter referred to as DeRose), 
US 5,557,722 in view of Bernstein et al. (hereafter referred to as Bernstein), US 5,204,947 
filed 10/31/1990. 

Regarding dependent claim 7, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a second component located in a 
database in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database so that the second component would have been easily 
changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 8, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
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database located at an operations center. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an operation center in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database located in an operation center so that the second component 
would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 9, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database located at an Internet web site. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an Internet web site in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database located at an Internet web site so that the second component 
would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 13, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
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the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3 , 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component an Internet web site. 
Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a second component located over a wide area 
network such as an Internet web site in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to an Internet web site so that the information would have been easily changed, modified, and 
updated. The Examiner notes that simply inserted a hyperlink into one of the content 
components of DeRose would have formed a link to an Internet web site as well. 

Regarding dependent claim 14, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the Internet web site includes an address of 
one or more news groups related to the first component. Bernstein does teach linking a first 
component to a second component located over a wide area network such as an Internet web site 
in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the linked Internet web site of Bernstein to 
have provided access to related news groups so that the user would have had access to a medium 
for communicating ideas with other users about the electronic book. 
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Regarding dependent claim 26, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose teaches that the components may be non-text objects, but does not 
explicitly teach that the second component is an audio presentation. Bernstein does teach that 
the second component is an audio presentation in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined the audio presentation linking of Bernstein to have enhanced the 
non-text object linking of DeRose so that the user would have gained additional experience and 
entertainment compared to merely reading text. 

Regarding dependent claim 27, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose teaches that the components may be non-text objects, but does not 
explicitly teach that the second component is an video presentation. Bernstein does teach that 
the second component is an video presentation in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined the video presentation linking of Bernstein to have enhanced the 
non-text object linking of DeRose so that the user would have gained additional experience and 
entertainment compared to merely reading text. 

Regarding dependent claim 39, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
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the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database on a telecommunications network. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. Bernstein teaches that 
the database may be in on a telecommunications network in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database on a telecommunications network so that the second 
component would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 40, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach wherein the telecommunications medium includes one of a 
plain old telephone system, a cable television system, a wireless telephone system, a digital 
satellite television system, a fiber optic system, an ethernet, and a wireless television system. 
Bernstein does teach wherein the telecommunications medium includes one of a plain old 
telephone system, a cable television system, a wireless telephone system, a digital satellite 
television system, a fiber optic system, an ethernet, and a wireless television system in col. 6 line 
63 -col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 



Application/Control Number: 09/237,828 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2176 

would have been obvious to use an ethernet for the telecommunications medium so that the 
electronic file would have been transmitted efficiently to the user. 

Regarding dependent claim 41, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database located at an Internet web site. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an Internet web site in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database located at an Internet web site so that the second component 
would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 42, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database located at an Internet web site. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to an 
Internet web site in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
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would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to an Internet web site so that related information would have been maintained at the web site 
and would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 51, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose teaches that the components may be non-text objects, but does not 
explicitly teach that the second component is an audio presentation. Bernstein does teach that 
the second component is an audio presentation in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined the audio presentation linking of Bernstein to have enhanced the 
non-text object linking of DeRose so that the user would have gained additional experience and 
entertainment compared to merely reading text. 

Regarding dependent claim 52, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose teaches that the components may be non-text objects, but does not 
explicitly teach that the second component is an video presentation. Bernstein does teach that 
the second component is an video presentation in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined the video presentation linking of Bernstein to have enhanced the 
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non-text object linking of DeRose so that the user would have gained additional experience and 
entertainment compared to merely reading text. 

Regarding dependent claim 60, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a second component located in a 
database in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database so that the second component would have been easily 
changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 61, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database located at an operations center. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an operation center in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
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would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database located in an operation center so that the second component 
would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 62, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the second component is located in a 
database located at an Internet web site. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to a 
second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an Internet web site in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to link a component 
to a second component in a database located at an Internet web site so that the second component 
would have been easily changed, modified, or updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 63, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the Internet web site includes an address of 
one or more news groups related to the first component. Bernstein does teach linking a first 
component to a second component located in a database wherein the database is located at an 
Internet web site in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the linked Internet web site of Bernstein to 
have provided access to related news groups so that the user would have had access to a medium 
for communicating ideas with other users about the electronic book. 

Regarding dependent claim 65, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach wherein the second component is an external 
communications device. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to an external 
communications device so that linked data can be shared over a wide area network in col. 6 line 
63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to connect to an 
external communication device so that more information related to the electronic book would 
have been obtained by a link to the wide area network via the external communications device. 

Regarding dependent claim 66, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach wherein the second component is an external 
communications telephone device. Bernstein does teach linking a first component to an external 
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communications telephone device so that linked data can be shared over a wide area network in 
col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line L 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to connect to an 
external communication telephone device so that more information related to the electronic book 
would have been obtained by a link to the wide area network via the external communications 
device. 

Regarding dependent claim 76, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach wherein the links linking the first and the second 
components are refreshed by data provided by an external facility. Bernstein teaches wherein the 
links linking the first and the second components are refreshed by data provided by an external 
facility in fig. 3-4 and col. 8 lines 17-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to refresh the links 
by an external facility so that the links would have been easily and conveniently managed and 
updated. 

Regarding dependent claim 77, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
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the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not explicitly teach that the external facility is an operations center 
or Internet web site. Bernstein does teach that the external facility is an operations center or 
Internet web site in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It 
would have been obvious and desirable to have used the ability of Bernstein to refresh the links 
by an external facility which is an operations center or an Internet web site so that the links 
would have been easily and conveniently managed and updated. 



9. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DeRose et al. (hereafter referred to as DeRose), US 5,557,722 in view of Bernstein et al. 
(hereafter referred to as Bernstein), US 5,204,947 filed 10/31/1990 as applied to claim 7 
above, and further in view of Saigh, US 5,734,891 continuation of application filed 
11/4/1991. 

Regarding dependent claim 10, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach that the database includes a list of available books related 
to the first component, wherein one or more of the available books may be ordered for delivery. 
Saigh does teach providing a link from an electronic book to a database including a list of 
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available books, wherein one or more of the available books may be ordered for delivery in fig. 
8, the abstract, and col. 1 1 line 15 - col. 12 line 38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh and Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed 
invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have used the networked database 
linking of Bernstein and the database of available books taught by Saigh to have improved 
DeRose so that the user would have easily and conveniently retrieved more books of similar 
interest to the first electronic book. 

Regarding dependent claim 11, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach that available books are electronic books, and wherein the 
electronic books are delivered by transmission over a telecommunications medium. Bernstein 
teaches transmitted linked information over a wide area network, such as over a 
telecommunications medium in col. 6 line 63 - col. 7 line 1 . Saigh teaches delivering electronic 
books to a user, but not over a telecommunications medium in fig. 8, the abstract, and col. 1 1 
line 15 -col. 12 line 38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh and Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed 
invention. It would have been obvious and desirable to have used the telecommunication 
medium of Bernstein to have transmitted the available electronic books provided by Saigh to 
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have enabled the user of the electronic book reader of DeRose to have easily and conveniently 
obtained a new electronic book. 

Regarding dependent claim 12, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic book 
including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first component in 
the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 3 line 12 - 
col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach wherein the telecommunications medium includes one of a 
plain old telephone system, a cable television system, a wireless telephone system, a digital 
satellite television system, a fiber optic system, an ethernet, and a wireless television system. 
Bernstein does teach wherein the telecommunications medium includes one of a plain old 
telephone system, a cable television system, a wireless telephone system, a digital satellite 
television system, a fiber optic system, an ethernet, and a wireless television system in col. 6 line 
63 - col. 7 line 1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh and Bernstein into DeRose to have created the claimed 
invention. It would have been obvious to use an ethernet for the telecommunications medium so 
that the electronic book would have been transmitted efficiently to the user. 

10. Claims 28-29, 53-55, and 69-70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeRose et al. (hereafter referred to as DeRose), US 5,557,722 in view of 
Saigh, US 5,734,891 continuation of application filed 11/4/1991. 

Regarding dependent claims 28 and 29, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the 
electronic book including components of digital data that represent information and linking a 
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first component in the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and 
col. 3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach linking to location where electronic book 
products can be ordered and purchased. Saigh does teach linking an electronic book to a location 
where electronic book products can be ordered and purchased in fig. 8, the abstract, and col. 1 1 
line 15 -col. 12 line 38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have used the electronic book product purchasing ability of 
Saigh to have improved the linking of DeRose so that the link would have enabled the user to 
purchases additional electronic books related to the current book the user was reading. 

Regarding dependent claims 53-55, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic 
book including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first 
component in the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 
3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach linking to location where electronic book 
products can be ordered and purchased. Saigh does teach linking an electronic book to a location 
where electronic book products can be ordered and purchased in fig. 8, the abstract, and col. 1 1 
line 15 -col. 12 line 38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have used the electronic book product purchasing ability of 
Saigh to have improved the linking of DeRose so that the link would have enabled the user to 
purchases additional electronic books related to the current book the user was reading. 
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Regarding dependent claims 69-70, DeRose teaches an electronic book, the electronic 
book including components of digital data that represent information and linking a first 
component in the electronic book to a second component in fig. 3, 5, 12-14, the abstract and col. 
3 line 12 - col. 6 line 24. DeRose does not teach linking to location where electronic book 
products can be ordered and purchased. Saigh does teach linking an electronic book to a location 
where electronic book products can be ordered and purchased in fig. 8, the abstract, and col. 1 1 
line 15 -col. 12 line 38. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have combined Saigh into DeRose to have created the claimed invention. It would 
have been obvious and desirable to have used the electronic book product purchasing ability of 
Saigh to have improved the linking of DeRose so that the link would have enabled the user to 
purchases additional electronic books related to the current book the user was reading. 

Conclusion 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Cohen et al., US 5,367,621 filed 9/6/1991 discloses providing a generalized link 
from a reference point to in an on-line book to an arbitrary multimedia object. Covington et al., 
US 5,524,193 continuation filed 10/15/1991 discloses annotated a selection of text with a 
multimedia event. Tsai, US 5,495,581 filed 10/15/1993 discloses linking a document with 
associated reference information. Barker et al., US 5,130,924 patented 7/14/1992 discloses 
defining relationships among document elements. Jordan, US 4,982,344 patented 1/1/1991 
discloses accelerating link creation. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Smith whose telephone number is 703-305-593 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H Feild can be reached on 703-305-9792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PJS 

August 20, 2004 » 




SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



